[image: image1.jpg]Marine Science The Dynamic Ocean






Name: __________________________________________  Date: ____________________________

Investigating the Animal Kingdom

View the Interactive Tree of Life from the e-Tools.
Each group will prepare a poster to introduce other students to one major animal group (either invertebrate or vertebrate).  Be sure to make your poster very easy to understand.  Include many pictures including ones that you draw or print out. Your poster must be clearly labeled with the name of your branch, and include the information on the topics below:
· Characteristics – What do all of the organisms in this branch have in common (i.e., body structures, organ systems, etc.)?

· Sub-groups – What are the major sub-groups (i.e., Classes or Orders) of this branch?  What are some examples of organisms classified in these subgroups?  Provide at least five photographs or sketches of organisms.

· History – How long have the species on this branch been known to exist on Earth?

· Relatives – Which other branches are closely related to this branch?

· Interesting facts – What are some interesting facts about this branch?
Use your classmates’ posters to complete your Invertebrate Animals and Vertebrate Animals Graphic Organizers.  Then, answer the questions that follow.
1. 
Which group—the vertebrates or invertebrates—is more diverse?  Defend your answer.
2. 
What characteristics do birds and mammals share?
3. 
Compare and contrast the cartilaginous (pronounced: kar-tĭh-LĂ-jin-iss) and bony fishes.
4. 
List the major groups of marine mammals, and some examples of each.
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