2017 Science Project and Presentation Guidelines

Who?

All science students – Biology and Earth Science
What?

Science Paper, Presentation with Visual Aid
When?
Projects will be presented during class the week of May 15. Your families and friends are invited to attend and watch your presentation. 
What are the Project Requirements?

1. This is a summative lesson, the last classes at the end of the school year. Each student will choose a pre-approved topic to research and present. Students should demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the topic, and use appropriate vocabulary terms. Students will work on projects individually and independently. Students will also prepare an original written report that details the specifics of the topic. Students may or may not need to do an experiment as part of this project. Parents may offer support, but the project must clearly be done by the student.

2. Before beginning your project, your topic must be approved by Ms. James. Not all topics are well suited to this project. Once you have chosen, you may not change your topic.
3. Each project has three components:


a. a written report (guidelines follow)


b. a presentation with visual aids (guidelines follow)


c. research component and/or an experiment (as approved by Ms. James)

4. Please refer all questions to Ms. James. E-mail at rjames@corebutte.org.  You can also come to see me during office hours or by appointment.
Science Project Written Report

1. Reports are handed in before you give your presentation.

2. They should be word-processed or neatly hand written. (12 point font, black ink, simple font.)

3. Reports should be from 5-7 pages in length, excluding the cover and a reference page. (See the Project web page for help.)
4. Reports MUST be in your own words. Plagiarism is taking credit for the exact words or ideas of another person. Small portions may be quoted from another source, however you must be sure to give credit and use quotation marks. 

5. Cite all references, including Internet websites. In order for Internet sites to be used as a reference, printed copies of web pages must accompany your report.

6. A minimum of four reputable references are required. References are listed on one page in alphabetical order under the title of “Works Cited” at the back of your report. List the author, title of the book or article, publisher, and date. If you are citing a magazine article, include the name of the magazine. IMPORTANT NOTE: Websites should include the title, date that you accessed the site, and author if given. For all websites, include a printed copy of the website, or it will not be counted as a reference. Attach these pages after your Works Cited page.

7. Grammar, punctuation, and spelling should be correct. Even the most famous writers have editors to proof their work. You should expect to have others read and proof your work as well. Ms. Rose will do this for you during office hours or by appointment.
8. Organize your paper to include an interesting introductory paragraph, followed by well organized paragraphs that detail your topic, and a concluding paragraph that briefly summarizes your project. 

9. Put your report together neatly. You may include a nice cover, with some artwork if you like. You may also put your report in a nice folder. Show that you are proud of the work you did. 

10. Attached is a copy of the scoring guide that will be used to grade your written report. Please  

      read it over and use it as a guideline to make sure that you are meeting all assignment
      requirements.

This is the scoring rubric that is used to grade the Written Reports
	
	Exemplary-Exceeds expectations

5
	Above average

4
	Met minimum requirement

3
	Met most minimums

2
	Far below minimums

1
	No attempt

0
	Tot.

	Presentation of Report
	
	
	Very interesting cover page, nicely illustrated, name, title, class, date, binder or folder; neat. 


	Neat and graphically easy to read; Name, title, class, date; neatly written.
	Not neat; cover page with only 1-2 required elements.
	
	

	Interesting Introduction 
	Introduction is interesting and focused on the topic.
	Introduction could be more detailed, but is interesting and focused on the topic.
	Introduction is focused on the topic.
	Introduction is somewhat focused on the topic.
	Introduction very brief, or lacks key details.
	
	

	Detail and Accuracy
	Very detailed information, high accuracy. Work is clearly in the student’s own words.
	Detailed information, accurate. Work is clearly in the student’s own words.
	Basic information, accurate. Work is clearly in the student’s own words.
	Limited information, some inaccuracy. Work is clearly in the student’s own words.
	Very little information or inaccurate. Work is clearly in the student’s own words.
	
	

	Organization
	All information organized, and report flows smoothly. 


	Most information is organized, and report flows smoothly.
	Information mostly organized.
	Information somewhat organized.
	Information is difficult to follow. 
	
	

	Conclusion
	Conclusion accurately and creatively ties up the key details and is thorough.


	Conclusion ties up the key details.
	Conclusion ties up the key details.
	Conclusion ties up most of the key details.
	Conclusion very brief, or lacks key details.
	
	

	References
	Reference page contains a heading and at least five or more different references with detail.


	Reference page contains a heading and at least four different references listed.
	Reference page contains a heading and at least three references listed. 
	Reference page contains a heading and at least two different references listed. 
	Reference page contains a heading and at least one reference listed.
	
	

	Grammar, Spelling, Punctuation
	Grammar, punctuation, and spelling are correct.


	Grammar, punctuation, and spelling are correct.
	Grammar, punctuation, and spelling are generally correct.
	Grammar, punctuation, and spelling contain errors that are intrusive to reader. 
	Grammar, punctuation, and spelling reflect little effort in editing.
	
	


Total points : _____________________________ 
Science Project Presentation Requirements

1. Each student will be presenting their project to an audience of fellow students, family, and friends. 

2. Everyone will be a little nervous. I promise you that the more you prepare and practice, the less nervous you will be. 

3. Choose an interesting topic. Your science textbook is a great resource for ideas. You may also use the Internet to search for ideas. Get your topic approved early, then stick with it and get regular progress done so that you are not trying to finish at the last minute. Hurried projects are easy to spot, and the results are usually very poor, which results in a low score.

4. Each presentation should be approximately 5 minutes long. Please time your presentation as you practice. You will lose points if you are too far under or over.

5. Start right in with an interesting beginning. Get the audiences’ attention. Do NOT start with, “My speech is about...” A catchy question is often a great way to start a presentation.

6. Decide on the order you want to present your information. You may put notes on three-by-five note cards. You may not decorate the entire podium with note cards. Refer briefly to your notes, be careful not to read from the notes. 

7. Use proper English. Practice before a mirror. Listen to yourself and then have other people listen to you. Vary what you have to say, this sounds more natural. Select good action words or descriptive words to enliven your speech and give your audience a good mental picture of what you are talking about.

8. Stand in a comfortable position. Don’t lean on the podium, whiteboard, or table. Don’t fiddle with your notes, fingers, jewelry, etc.  Don’t put your hands in your pockets.
9. Speak in a clear voice that is loud enough for the audience to hear. Make your voice sound interesting. Keep the audience with you. Speak slowly and carefully. Try not to pause too long or use phrases like, “you know,” or “uhm,” or “and then.”

10. Look at the audience. Try to make eye contact with them. Are they listening? Are they enjoying your speech?

11. Be sure to have a concluding sentence ready to pull your speech together so that the audience knows when you are finished. Do not say, “That’s all,” or “I’m done.”

12. Make or bring one or more well-made visual aids to illustrate your topic. This could also include a demonstration of any experiment that you conducted as part of your research. Be sure they are easy to move in and out of the classroom and up to the front of the room. You have very limited set up time. If you need a helper, arrange for this before presentation day. The helper must move to the sidelines before you begin. 

13. Any materials that you bring in must be taken home, and any mess must be cleaned up before you leave class.

14. MOST IMPORTANT!! This work must be yours, the written and spoken parts of your speech must be in your own words. Plagiarism is not tolerated at our school. Failure to comply with this requirement may have very serious consequences. You will be required to cite your research sources in your written component, but your speech should all be in your own words.

Score Criteria for Presentation:

· Interesting opening, gets audience attention right away  0-5 points

· Topic of speech is clearly stated 0-5 points

· Good Posture, relaxed but professional 0-5 points

· Clear voice, volume and pronunciation are good, uses formal speech 0-5 points

· Good eye contact 0-5 points

· Information is concise and accurate 0-5 points

· Has all materials needed 0-5 points

· Organized and well prepared 0-5 points

· Shows safe and correct use of materials and procedures 0-5 points

· Speech stays on topic, has a clear conclusion that summarizes the main points 0-5 points

· Speech is close to 5 min. in length 0-5 points

· Student dressed professionally 0-5 points

